
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Merk : Economic History of Wisconsin 42 1 

America by William Cobbett [1828] ", and accompanied by a biograph- 
ical sketch of Cobbett but with no mention of the real author. Other 
slips might be noted, but those mentioned are sufficient to make it clear 
that the editorial work does not measure up to the highest standards of 
historical and bibliographical scholarship. 

The redeeming feature of the book is the inclusion of four hitherto 
unpublished items. The most valuable of these consists of a series of 
letters written by William Pelham in 1825 and 1826 which tell of a trip 
down the Ohio and a visit to the New Harmony community presided 
over by William Owen. The journal of a trip to Fort Wayne in 1821, 
by Thomas Scatterwood Teas, is also a valuable contribution. Less sig- 
nificant are the reminiscences of Charles F. Coffin and of Victor Colin 
Duclos, although the latter contain another account of New Harmony. 

In format the book is somewhat crude, but this defect may be ex- 
plained by the fact that it is the work of the state printer. The index 
is of the sort one is accustomed to find in legislative journals and similar 
state publications. There are no maps nor illustrations. On the whole, it: 
would seem that the rejoicing of students of western history over the fact 
that Indiana has at length begun a series of historical collections must be: 
mixed with a hope that the series, if continued, will improve in quality. 

Economic History of Wisconsin during the Civil War Decade. By 
Frederick Merk. [Publications of the State Historical So- 
ciety of Wisconsin, Studies, vol. I.] (Madison: The Society. 
1916. Pp. 414. $2.00.) 

This genuine piece of research, first-rate in every respect, will be 
welcomed by students of the economic history of the United States. 
Seldom does a similar work show such a wide and intensive investiga- 
tion into every conceivable kind of information, an achievement all the 
more commendable in view of the fact that the author was forced to 
gather his material from the scattered records of a frontier community. 

His object was not primarily to throw light on the four years of the 
Civil War period itself and thus to contribute toward an understanding 
of the war crisis, but rather to trace out the various threads of develop- 
ment that ran through that epoch into the future. 

However profoundly [says the author's preface] the Civil War af- 
fected the economic life of the State and nation, the historian who 
reviews it should not, it seems to me, limit his discussion to the four 
years in which the armies of the North and the South were clashing on 
the battlefield. If he does, his picture will be but a static, panoramic 
view, and not, as it should be, a moving film of events. My design in 
this volume has been to limit myself as closely as possible to the period 
of the Civil War. Yet when it seemed desirable I have not hesitated to 
range over the entire period between the two years of financial crisis, 
1857 and 1873. Developments brought to a close during the war f 
have attempted to trace to their origin; changes begun during the war 
I have briefly carried either to their conclusion or to the point at which 
it has seemed profitable to leave them. 



422 Reviews of Books 

Necessarily the more restricted the field, the more detailed can the 
work be made and the more can it be connected with the past and 
future. 

The most solid contributions of the book are, first, the chapter on 
railroad farm mortgages, the agitation over which, in the words of the 
author, was " a characteristic frontier movement ", " clearly an attempt 
at repudiation", "the revolt of an organized debtor class against an 
absent creditor class " ; second, the three chapters on railroad consolida- 
tion, anti-monopoly revolt, and the genesis of railroad regulation in the 
United States; and, third, that on banking, which is a detailed and 
masterly account of wildcat banking in one of the states which suffered 
most from its ravages. Other chapters, though not so new and inform- 
ing, deal with agriculture, lumbering, mining, manufacturing, labor, 
trade, and the commerce of the Mississippi and the Great Lakes. The 
treatment of lumbering and the flouring industry, of hop-growing and 
cheese-making, is very detailed. 

Although the author does not display any lack of knowledge of the 
national field, the reader will find in his work little correlation of the 
various movements in Wisconsin with those in the nation at large. It 
is a fair question whether on such subjects as farm mortgages, wildcat 
banking, railroad development, etc., the national situation ought not to 
be dealt with at least in a general way. Again, although the city of 
Milwaukee is constantly referred to in the course of the 391 pages, the 
various references to the marvellous growth of that city during the war 
decade are nowhere thrown together into a connected whole. 

The literary style of the book is smooth and interesting, and the 
difficult task of handling figures in a text is met in a satisfactory man- 
ner. There is a careful index, but for a bibliography the reader must 
use the foot-notes. 

It is to be hoped that the book may find imitation in the appearance 
of similar works on the economic life, during the same period, of such 
pivotal states as New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and California, on 
which there is an abundance of material. Indeed, even the economic 
life of single cities during the war period, such as New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago, and San Francisco, would prove an equally rich field 
for the patient investigator endowed with Mr. Merk's ability and 
industry. 

E. D. Fite. 

The Missions and Missionaries of California. By Fr. Zephyrin 
Engelhardt, O.F.M. Volumes III.-IV. Upper California, 
parts II.— III. Index to volumes II.-IV. (San Francisco: The 
James H. Barry Company. 1916. Pp. xxvii, 817. $12.00 for 
the set.) 

Books about the missions of California are almost numberless, but 
however many may be written the work of Father Engelhardt will con- 



